CHAPTER VIII.
THE  EASTERN  COUNTIES  ASSOCIATION   (continued,
THUS, by the end of March, 1643, the Eastern Counties Association had become thoroughly consolidated, and its working- had been facilitated by practice. But the work had not been an easy one, and its continuance was even then threatened by want of money. When we consider the interruptions of trade, the countless individual losses, and the disorganisation both of imperial and local revenue incidental to the war, we may form some idea of the persistence and determination needed to get money for such an association. Force, even if otherwise justifiable, would have alienated the people whom Cromwell desired to weld into one. And therefore, with the exception of windfalls in the shape of compositions from " malignants/' he was generally obliged to rely on the voluntary principle. At this very time, when the Association was prospering beyond hope, and likely to be summoned to a supreme effort for the reinforcement of the Lord General in dealing a decisive blow, the people of Colchester sent their contingent without a penny of pay; and in urging the mayor of that town to make good the deficiency, Colonel Cromwell uses the argument, very astonishing to us after the event, that " one month's pay may prove all their trouble/' In fact, a movement on Oxford was to end the business. But the movement was not made, and the power of the Eastern Counties had to be exerted in a different direction.
In order to understand this, it is necessary to glance at the general course of the war on the eastern side of the kingdom.. "When the King left York for Nottingham, he left Sir Thomas Glemham behind him, with a commission to command such, forces as remained or might be raised in the county. There was, however, a general anxiety to avoid, if possible, the sufferings of war, and an attempt was made by some leaders on either side to agree to an arrangement which would keep the county neutral. This, of course, was condemned by Parliament; and Lord Fairfaxindeed,, the blow was so decisive that no serious attempt was again made to destroy the union.'9*'
